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Do you like buffets? If you do your in Luck. You Should go Hokkai-
do because they have amazing food, wonderful service, and fancy
atmosphere.

The food at Hokkaido is amazing! | always get the crispy, hot
chicken served with a slice of creamy, chocolaty cookies and
cream cake. When | get to the freezer there are tons and tons of
different ice cream's. Some are chocolaty, creamy, or even fruity.

Hokkaido has wonderful service. When you get to Hokkaido they
aluays greet you with a friendly, nice smile, They are always very
polite. They always ask if you want some more water and they
check on you every once and a while, you don't even have to
worry about waiting for your food because you can just get up and
serve yourself, If you forgot thats okay, because your waitress will
kindly remind you.

The atmosphere at Hokkaido is super fancy.

If you have not even seen or heard Hokkaido you must go, As you can see, Hokkaido has amazing
food, worderful service, and fancy atmosphere, Hokkaido is an amazing restaurant, I'll see you therel
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* MATTER OF TASTE | A SAMPLING OF METRO-EAST CUISINE

Choice of buns: Ihm bun, BEQ pork bun, coconut bun,
mashed bean bun, sticky rice chicken bun, and wonton

Mongolian pork is a mix of pork and vegetables
stir-fried in a spicy brown saunce.

Choices abound at

Hokkaldo S blg buﬁ"et

Hibachi grill chef Daniel Gonzales stir-fries veg-
etables and meat or shrimp

2 :
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Dragon rolls made with salmon and sticky rice are
one of the sushi offerings.

A customer dips a marshmallow into Hokkaido's

choealate fountain.

By Terl Mapnox
News-Democral

The choices seem endless at
Hokkaido Buifet and Grill in Swansegq,

Customers can pick their own ingredi-

ents for a Japanese hibachi stirfry, try
Cantonese or Hunan-style Chinese dish-
e, visit the sushi bar or go for cooked
seafood, including jumbo peel-and-cat
shrimp.

The buffet also offers fried chicken,
pizza and other American favoriles, as
well as chocolate-chip cookies, Rice
KErispie treats and homemade cheese-
cake,

“Some people don't like Chinese,
Japanese, and we want the whole family
to come,” said manager Ki Yim, 37, of
Fairview Heights.

Hokkaido (hoh-KEYE-doh) is named
after the second largest island in Japan.

It opened four months ago in the old
Ryan's building. The owners also have a
location in Florissant, Mo,

The new place seats more than 300
people in the main dining room and
three party rooms. Buses are welcome,
as the parking lot also is huge.

Customers Debra Williams and
Sharon Vence recently dined on pineap-
ple and Indian terivaki, a seafood combo
and cheese spinach bake,

They topped off the meal with fresh
fruit and marshmallows dipped in a
chocolate fountatn.

“1 like the atmosphere,” said Debra,
a7, of East 5t. Louis. “It's peaceful. Its
pretty. [t's a little exotic, and it's clean. |
like the variety. The food is fresh, and
it's good.”

The all-you-can-eat buffet costs 87,99
for lunch on weekdays, $10.99 for dinner
Mondays through Thursdays and $11.99
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after 4 pm. Fridays and all
day Saturdays and Sundays.

Sandra Hobbs and her
husband, Eugene, sat at
Hokkaido almost every
week, sometimes twice a
week.

On their last visit, they
feasted on seafood casse-
tole, seafood salad, shrimp,
ep noodles, beef and broe-
coli, fried rice and vanilla
ice cream,

“I don’t like sushi, but [
like all their other dishes,”
said Sancdra, 70, of
Cahokia, *(The restaurant
is} clean, very clean. You
don't have ta wait for serv-
ice. We've brought our
daughter and our grand-
kids here, and the wailress-
5 are so sweet,”

Ki immigrated to the
United States from Hong
Kong at 17 and has worked
in the restaurant business
ever since. He owned a
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large buffet in Arizona for
10 vears,

Ki moved to Fairview
Heights from California
Iwo months ago with his
wile and two children to
take over Hokkaido. He
knew one of the owners,
Macli Dong, while living in
China.

Ki emphasizes that the
restaurant uses fresh ingre-
dients and no MSG, a com-
mon food additive that
some people believe is
unhealthy.

“We have a unique
hirthday celehration,
Japanese-style,” he said.
“When you come to work
here, vou have to learn a
Japanese song, The
servers encourage (the
hirthday person) to dance
with them. Most people
dance because they're
happy, but some people
don't. Theyre shy.”

Where friends
share life and
families share
peace of mind.

At a glance
What: Hokkaido Buffet and
Grill

Where: 4580 N. llinoks in
Swansea

Hours: 11 a.m. to 9:30 p.m.
Mondays through Thursdays
and 11 am. to 10030 pom, Fri-
days through Sundays

Handicap-accessible; Yes
Party rooms: Yes

Carry-outs: Yes

Catering: Yes
Information: Call 416-2077 or
visit hitpe/fhokkaidousa.com

Working
on a great
costume?

WHAT ARE YOU GOING TO BE THIS YEART Are vou pairing up with
a friend 1o go as political candidates? Have you designed a costume for
you and your favorite four-legged friend? Are vou Batman or Spiderman
or Lady Gaga? Are you a witch or a wizard? Maybe it's vour children who
will get the benefit of your creativity, Do you have the cutest pumpkin
this side of the patch?

Let us know. We'd like to talk 1o you and see your costume, Who
knows? Maybe it will inspire some undecided witches, ghosts and gob-
lins,

Contact us at mhouston@hnd before Oct. 16

Mark Your Calendar!

Okct. 13 - Fall Festival with
Entertainment by Mike Cussidy
1123 0am - 1:30pm 2t Swansea

G960 State Rie. 162 » Maryville 544 Cambridge Bivd, » O'Fallon

G18-288-2211

EKPRESS CAR WASH

5709 N. Illinois * Fairview Heights, IL « 618-233-5016

- Our Value Wash Menu -

Little Wave Big Wave
$9.00 $12.00
Plus “"FREE" Vacuuming
ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED ME' ,= _5-

ALL NEW HIGH TECH EQUIPMENT
40 HP TURBO VACUUM SYSTEM

Maost powerful in the Midwest!

Basic
$6.00
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3 $3.00 OFF
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